Those who served today included:

Liturgist: Brent Clinehens
Today in the Nursery: Elizabeth Saunders & Karen Gates
Next Week in the Nursery: Krista Guisinger & Ashleigh Radick

Ushers: Jeff Noah, Greg Ocke, Steve Baker, Peggy Baker, Mark Bunke
Pastoral Staff

Lead Pastor: Rev. Lee Carlson
937-492-9136 ext. 101 or lcarlson@sidneyfirst.com

Associate Pastor: Rev. Eileen Hix
937-492-9136 ext. 111 or ehix@sidneyfirst.com

Pastor of Congregational Care: Don Freisthler
937-492-9136 or dfreisthler@sidneyfirst.com

Children Ministry and Nursery Director: Abby Wagner
937-492-0812 or awagner@sidneyfirst.com

Youth Ministry Director: Isaiah Pleiman
937-710-3861 or ipleiman@sidneyfirst.com

Worship Ministry Director and Organist: Cari Beth Noah
937-538-6757 or cnoah@sidneyfirst.com

Support Ministry
Prayer Chain: Church Office and praynow@sidneyfirst.com

Choir Director: Frank Fahrer
937-726-6857 or fifmusic@hotmail.com

Office Administrator: Amanda Shaffer
937-492-9136 ext. 100 or ashaffer@sidneyfirst.com

Church Treasurer: Diana Schutte
937-492-9136 ext. 115 or treasurer@sidneyfirst.com

Facility and Scheduling: Jill Burden
937-492-9136 ext. 105 or jpurden@sidneyfirst.com

Media Director: Pam Masson
pmasson@sidneyfirst.com

Mission Coordinator: Diana Schutte
937-603-4027 or dianajschuttel@gmail.com

Stewardship/Giving Records: Melissa Bowers
937-492-9136 ext. 135 or mbowers@sidneyfirst.com

Assistant Organist: Nikki liames
937-726-6222 or nfahrero3@yahoo.com

Assistant Organist and Men’s Choir: Rev. Jane Madden
937-658-2059 or jmadden@sidneyfirst.com

www.slineyfirst.com
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Sidney First Methodist Church
230 East Poplar Street, Sidney, Ohio 45365 1 (937) 492-9136
www.sidneyfirst.com & www.facebook.com/Sidney1st

October 4, 2026, 9 a.m.
World Communion Sunday

Welcome
Please sign the pew pad then pass it down your row and back.

Prelude

“Praise the Lord of All Creation”
arr. Sewell, Cari Beth Noah

**The Church’s One Foundation”
No. 388 V. 1, 4

*“Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”
No.101v. 1,4
**children gather in the Narthex during hymn**

As we sing Jesus Loves Me, children through 5th grade are invited to proceed
to Level 5 for Sunday School. On their way forward, the children will be
picking up your items from the ends of the pews and bringing them to

the front to be blessed. You may reunite with your children on Level 5
following the service. Children are always welcome to remain in the
sanctuary.

“Blest Be the Tie That Binds”
No. 405v. 1, 6

We invite you to come forward and talk
with a prayer partner or pray at the kneeling rail.

Prayer of Joys and Concerns
The Lord’s Prayer No. 700

*Please stand in body or spirit

Offering

“How Beautiful”
arr. Paris, Joe Clayton
*Doxology No. 682

“Think of Me and Remember”
arr. Raney, Sidney First Choir

Living Word
Ephesians 2:11-22 p. 908
The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God!

Message
Ephesians: Living the Gospel
Breaking Down the Walls
Rev. Eileen Hix

Communion

Communion is open to all who wish to be in a relationship with God
through Jesus Christ. The elements will be served in the pew. Please
wait until all have been served so that we may commune together.
Please ask an usher if you prefer gluten-free communion. You may
dispose of the cups as you leave the Sanctuary

**Guide Me, O Great Jehovah”
No. 47 v. 1

Benediction

Postlude

“On Christ the Solid Rock | Stand”
arr. Noah, Cari Beth Noah

If you’re a guest with us today, please visit the Welcome Center after
the service to connect with us.



Sidney First Methodist Church

230 East Poplar Street, Sidney, Ohio 45365 it 937-492-9136
www.sidneyfirst.com & www.facebook.com/Sidney1st

October 4, 11 a.m.
World Communion Sunday

Welcome

However you feel most comfortable, you are invited to worship freely
today. Whether you choose to sit quietly, stand in reverence, lift your
hands, or move with joy, know that your expression of worship is
welcome here. Let this be a space where you can respond to God in a
way that is genuine and meaningful to you.

“This Is Amazing Grace”
“We Praise You”

“l Know A Name”
Offering will be taken at this time.

**children gather in the Narthex during song**

As we sing Jesus Loves Me, children through 5th grade are invited to
proceed to Level 5 for Sunday School. On their way forward, the
children will be picking up your items from the ends of the pews and
bringing them to the front to be blessed. You may reunite with your
children on Level 5 following the service. Children are always welcome
to remain in the sanctuary.

Prayer Song
“Worthy”

We invite you to come forward and talk
with a prayer partner or pray at the kneeling rail.

Living Word
Ephesians 2:11-22 p. 908

Message
Ephesians: Living the Gospel
Breaking Down the Walls
Rev. Eileen Hix

Communion
Communion is open to all who wish to be in a relationship with
God through Jesus Christ. The elements will be served in the
pew. Please wait until all have been served so that we may
commune together. Please ask an usher if you prefer gluten-
free communion. You may dispose of the cups as you leave the
Sanctuary

“Who You Say | Am”
Sending Out

If you're a guest with us today, please visit the
Welcome Center after the service to connect with us.

NOTES:




Those who served today include:

Today in the Nursery: Rose Schutte & Alexis King

Next Week in the Nursery: Rose Schutte, Elizabeth Saunders, Alyssa Cantrell

Pastoral Staff
Lead Pastor: Rev. Lee Carlson
937-492-9136 ext. 101 or Icarlson@sidneyfirst.com

Associate Pastor: Rev. Eileen Hix
937-492-9136 ext. 111 or ehix@sidneyfirst.com

Pastor of Congregational Care: Don Freisthler
937-492-9136 or dfreisthler@sidneyfirst.com

Children and Nursery Director: Abby Wagner
937-492-0812 or awagner@sidneyfirst.com

Youth Director: Isaiah Pleiman
937-710-3861 or ipleiman@sidneyfirst.com

Worship Director and Organist: Cari Beth Noah
937-538-6757 or cnoah@sidneyfirst.com

Support Ministry
Prayer Chain: Church Office and praynow@sidneyfirst.com

Choir Director: Frank Fahrer
937-726-6857 or fifmusic@hotmail.com

Office Administrator: Amanda Shaffer
937-492-9136 ext. 100 or ashaffer@sidneyfirst.com

Church Treasurer: Diana Schutte
937--603-4027 or treasurer@sidneyfirst.com

Facility and Scheduling: Jill Burden
937-492-9136 or jburden@sidneyfirst.com

Media Director: Pam Masson
pmasson@sidneyfirst.com

Mission Coordinator: Diana Schutte
937-603-4027 or dianajschutte1@gmail.com

Stewardship/Giving Records: Melissa Bowers
937-492-9136 ext. 135 or mbowers@sidneyfirst.com

Assistant Organist: Nikki liames
937-726-6222 or nfahrero3@yahoo.com

Assistant Organist and Men’s Choir: Rev. Jane Madden
937-658-2059 or jmadden@sidneyfirst.com
=
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Make yourself at home. Grab a cookie and coffee.

LISTEN TO MUSIC

We will sing some songs. Feel free to participate as much or as little as
you want.

HEAR THE MESSAGE

The pastor will pray, read from the Bible, then help us see how the
message applies to our lives.

PASS THE BASKET

During a song, we will invite people to give an offering. Feel free to
participate in a way you feel comfortable. We have several options for
giving, please check the back of the announcements for more
information.

RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION

The first Sunday of every month we serve communion and everyone is
welcome to come forward and receive.

GOT KIDS?

We provide fun, age-appropriate settings for your children in Kidz First.

Children are ALWAYS welcome to stay in the sanctuary—but we’re pretty

confident your kid would prefer our rooms designed for their specific age
in Kidz First.




O% Discipleship Corner: Year of Community
Discipleship Corner: October Accountability & Truth
“Speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the
»  mature body of Christ.” Ephesians 4:15
Our Focus: Spiritual growth rarely happens alone. God uses honest,
oo it ! ! trustworthy relationships to help us become more like Jesus. Accountability

Corran

isn’t about judging or fixing one another; it's about loving each other enough
to speak truth, listen well, pray faithfully, and encourage growth. This month
let’s practice being people who can both receive truth and speak truth in love.
Week 1: Invite Accountability
Scripture: Proverbs 27:17 “As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.”
Discipleship Focus: We all need people who lovingly ask the hard questions and help us remain
faithful.
Practice of the Week: Identify one trusted Christian and invite them to walk alongside you in an area
where you want to grow.
Prayer: Lord, give me the humility to let others walk with me and help me grow. Amen.

Wednesday Activities—Kidz, Youth, and Adults

Dinner is served at 6 p.m. each Wednesday, followed by age appropriate programming from
6:30-8 p.m. Nursery available for those under 4 years old!

Kidz Sunday Activities—Preschool & 4 years old through 5" Grades

T 9 a.m. Jr. Church...Kidz are dismissed from service to learn about Jesus’ love and the Bible. They
may be picked up on Level 5.

T 11 a.m. Traditional Sunday School...With a twist, Kidz learn about Jesus and the Bible through
lessons and activities.

T Nursery...Staffed by experienced caregivers and located on Level 3.
(Your child is welcome there at anytime before or during the service. Infant to four years.)
For questions about Kidz activities, call Abby Wagner at 937-492-0812.
www.facebook.com/kidzfirstsidney

Crossfire Youth Activities—6" through 12t Grades
Worship Campfire —Saturday, October 10th 7-11 p.m. @ 9550 Tawawa Maplewood Rd.
Kings Island Trip —Saturday, October 17th 2p.m. -11p.m.

For questions about Youth activities, call Isaiah Pleiman at 937-710-3861.
www.facebook.com/sidneyfirstyouth

3 WAYS TO GIVE In Person. Place your gift in the offering plate during

worship.
D Online. You can give a one-time gift or set up a
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IN PERSON recurring payment.

TITHING ENVELOPE SIDNEY FIRST.COM TEXT YOUR AMOUNT TO
CLICK ON GIVING 937-500-5531

Text. Text any dollar amount to 937-500-5531.

October 4, 2026

Sidnex First Methodist Church

Our Biblical Vision: Inspiring people fo learn, live, and love like Jesus.
NEXT WEEK’S SERVICE
Pastor Lee Carlson: Ephesians: Living the Gospel—The Mystery Revealed
Scripture reference: Ephesians 3:1-13

WELCOME! Whether this is your first time or you’ve been our guest for a while, we hope you feel at
home here. We’d love to meet you—please stop by one of the Welcome Desks in either the narthex or
the Gathering place after the service. There, you can learn more about our church, ask any questions,
and connect with our team. Plus—we have a Winans gift card for you! We're so grateful you're here
today, and we look forward to getting to know you!

UPCOMING
TODAY, Sunday, October 4: 12:15—3 p.m.—Apple Dumpling pick up
Sunday: 10:15 a.m.—Adult Sunday School (after 9 a.m. service)
Tuesday: 7 to 8 a.m.—Men’s Bible Study (Church Library)
Second Tuesday of each month: 9:30 a.m.—Blanche Wilhide Circle
Wednesday: 6:30 a.m.— Koininia Men’s Fellowship at the Alcove
Wednesday: 6:30 to 8 p.m.—The Garden Women'’s Bible Study (Level 6)
Wednesday: 6:30 to 8 p.m.—The Refinery Women’s Bible Study (Study—Level 3)
Wednesday: 6:30 to 8 p.m.—The Foundry Men’s Bible Study (Level 6)
Wednesday: 6:45-7:45 p.m.—Choir Practice
First Thursday of each month: 7 p.m.—Dorena Circle
Tuesday, October 6: 12 p.m. Autumn Leaves Luncheon

SERMON SERIES: EPHESIANS: LIVING THE GOSPEL What does it really mean to live as a
follower of Jesus? Join us for an 11-week journey through Paul’s letter to the Ephesians as we discover
who we are in Christ and how that identity changes the way we live. Together, we’'ll explore the
transforming power of grace, our calling to unity and holiness, God’s purpose for the church, Christ-centered
relationships, and how to stand strong in spiritual battles. Ephesians moves us from belief to behavior,
identity to mission, and grace to holy living. Come discover how the gospel doesn’t just change what we
believe—it changes who we are and how we live every day.

MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEON Are you interested in becoming a member of Sidney First Methodist
Church, or would you simply like to learn more about who we are and what we believe? You're warmly
invited to join us for a Membership Luncheon on Sunday, October 11, immediately following the second
worship service. This is a relaxed opportunity to meet our pastors and staff, ask questions, hear about the
mission and ministries of Sidney First, and explore what membership means— no obligation, just a chance
to learn more. Please RSVP by calling the church office at (937) 492-9136 so we can prepare lunch for
everyone attending.

HARVEST OF HOPE FALL FESTIVAL Join us on Sunday, November 1st at Vandemark Farms from
12:30-3 pm for a fun filled fellowship opportunity! There will be wristbands for activities, food, and fun to be
had by all! Bring a friend to church and then invite them along for what is sure to be a fantastic afternoon!
The farm will be open until 7p.m.
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JOIN THE APPLE DUMPLING GANG Saturday, October 3 at 9 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Join the fun
and fellowship while you help make our Famous Apple Dumplings. Lunch provided. Many hands will make
our work lighter.

IT’S APPLE DUMPLING ORDERING TIME Place your orders during the month of September. Stop
by the table in the Narthex or Gathering Place beginning Sunday, September 13 between Sunday services
or stop by the church office, Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Dumplings are $12 for a pan
of four or $3 for just one. When you come to pick up your dumplings on Sunday, October 4, 12:15 to 3
p-m., we’'ll have a drive through pick up line set up for you in the parking lot behind the church (across from
the library). You won’t need to leave your car. Remember to bring your receipt. If you have any
questions, please contact the church office at 937-492-9136.

AUTUMN LEAVES LUNCHEON The Autumn Leaves Luncheon and The Sweet Shop return on
Tuesday, October 6! Join us as we celebrate the legacies of Jinny Shreves, Nancy Smith, and Jan
Elsass. Luncheon tickets are on sale for $12 in the church office, Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4
p-m., and on Friday from 9 a.m. to noon. Enjoy a salad buffet prepared by our own Methodist women,
followed by a style show by Lily & Birch Boutique. In addition, The Sweet Shop will be open before and
after the luncheon with a wide variety of home-baked goods. Please consider preparing and donating one
of your favorite desserts for the Sweet Shop. Proceeds from Apple Dumplings, Autumn Leaves, and The
Sweet Shop help support many of the missions and ministries of Sidney First.

GARDEN BIBLE STUDY Join us on the 6th floor on Wednesday evenings from 6:30-8:00 p.m. as we
continue growing together in God’s Word! Join us anytime as we continue walking through the Book of
Psalms. All women are invited to join us for a time of study, discussion, encouragement, and spiritual
growth. There is no cost to participate—just bring your Bible (we are happy to provide one if needed).
Whether you are new to Bible study or have been studying Scripture for years, you are warmly welcome.
For more information, please see Amanda Shaffer.

REFINERY WOMENS BIBLE STUDY Join us Wednesdays from 6:30-8:00 PM in The Study (Level 3)
as we walk through 1 Corinthians one chapter at a time. We read, discuss, and apply God’s Word together
while staying aligned with The Foundry men’s study. Jump in any Wednesday. No catching up required.
Bring your Bible, or we’ll provide one.

FOUNDRY BIBLE STUDY The Foundry Study of First Corinthians begins July 29: Join us Wednesdays
from 6:30-8:00 PM in The Foundry Room (6th Floor) as we begin First Corinthians. Reading and
discussing one chapter each week, we'll discover how Paul's practical letter equips Christians to stand
firm, pursue holiness, and follow Christ faithfully in a culture that often pulls us in the opposite direction. No
book is required. Bring your Bible, or we'll provide one. All men are welcome. For more information contact
Logan Holland at 816-244-5475 or Brian Wagner at 937-726-3178.

NEW SATURDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY Join Eileen on Saturday mornings as she kicks off a
new 6 week Bible Study by Lisa Terkeurst: called “Making Peace with What | Can’t Control” on October 17
at 9:30 a.m. Find relief from the exhaustion of overthinking, trying to fix others, and wanting to figure it all
out. Books are $15 and are available when you sign up in the office! Bring your Bible, and if you don’t have
one, we’'ll happily provide one for you! Scholarships ARE available.

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES Join us on Sunday, October 18 at 6:20 p.m. for a faith-filled worship
service, packed full of music, healing and reflection. On October 27, you are invited to join us for a circuit
meeting at 7p.m. featuring worship, fellowship and a message from our conference superintendent Dr. Dan
Gildner!

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR he flowers on the altar today are given in celebration of Pastor Eileen’s
birthday, with love from Chip, Emily, and Alex. We thank God for the blessing of her life, her love, and her
faithful service. “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to
you.”— Numbers 6:24-25

ALTAR FLOWERS Would you like to provide the altar flowers for a Sunday worship service? Flowers
may be given to the glory of God in honor or memory of a loved one, or to celebrate a birthday,
anniversary, graduation, or other special milestone. If you would like to reserve an available Sunday or
learn more about sponsoring altar flowers, please contact the church office. We'd be happy to help you
choose an open date!

FEED THE NEED This month, we are helping AGAPE with their needs, which are: LARGE DIAPERS
AND WIPES, CEREAL, PEANUT BUTTER, CANNED FRUIT & VEGETABLES, BAKED BEANS,
CANNED TUNA FISH & CHICKEN, SPAGHETTI SAUCE AND MAC & CHEESE. Please place your items
in the mini grocery carts located in the Gathering Place (Level 4) or the Narthex at the back of the
Sanctuary.

THE WALK TO EMMAUS is a wonderful experience of Christian growth and renewal. It's an opportunity
to meet with Jesus as you take a three-day inspirational journey with other believers. The Walk can result
in a grace-filled life; lived and shared with others. If interested in learning more about Emmaus, please
contact Rev. Eileen Hix at 937-492-9136. The next Women’s Walk is October 8-11, 2026. Please be in
prayer for our team members, Lisa Jenkins, Jill Burden, Samantha Brubaker, and Pastor Eileen Hix; as
well as pilgrims Jennifer Corpe and Summer Holland. Mark your calendar: the next Men’s Walk is
November 5-8, 2026.

DONATIONS NEEDED Morgan’s Place Cemetery is looking for handmade quilts and other raffle
items for their upcoming fundraiser on October 24. If you have a handmade quilt or another item you
would like to donate—or if you would like more information about the fundraiser—please see Jessica
Rickert

DOG TRAINING Paws for Jesus, a Sidney First Ministry, will once again serve the community by
providing Basic Dog Obedience Training. The next start date is October 15 from 7 to 8 p.m. in the
Tabernacle (Level 2). Hurry and sign up; these classes fill up fast! The class runs for five weeks. Cost is
$30 for the entire five weeks. If interested, please call Bonnie Deck at 937-726-6862 or Frank Fahrer at
937-492-7592. Pre-registration is required.

THREADS OF COMPASSION—A NEW MINISTRY! Do you love to knit or crochet? We're excited
to begin Threads of Compassion, a new ministry using our hands and hearts to share God'’s love with
others. We're looking for knitters and crocheters who would like to help create prayer shawls, prayer
cloths, scarves, baby hats, and other handmade items that can bring comfort, warmth, and
encouragement to those who need it. Whether you're an experienced crafter or simply have a heart for
serving, we’d love to have you join us! Interested? See Amanda Shaffer or stop by the church office for
more information. Stitched with prayer. Made with love. Given with compassion.
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