Those who served today included:

Liturgist: [saiah Pleiman
Today in the Nursery: Elizabeth Saunders
Next Week in the Nursery: 2?

Ushers: Kent Craver, Richard Giedroyce, Chris Platfoot, Roger Wooddell

Pastoral Staff

Lead Pastor: Rev. Lee Carlson
937-492-9136 ext. 101 or Icarlson@sidneyfirst.com

Associate Pastor: Rev. Eileen Hix
937-492-9136 ext. 111 or ehix@sidneyfirst.com

Pastor of Congregational Care: Don Freisthler
937-492-9136 or dfreisthler@sidneyfirst.com

Children Ministry and Nursery Director: Abby Wagner
937-492-0812 or awagner@sidneyfirst.com

Youth Ministry Director: Isaiah Pleiman
937-710-3861 or ipleiman@sidneyfirst.com

Worship Ministry Director and Organist: Cari Beth Noah
937-538-6757 or cnoah@sidneyfirst.com

Support Ministry
Prayer Chain: Church Office and praynow@sidneyfirst.com

Choir Director: Frank Fahrer
937-726-6857 or fifmusic@hotmail.com

Office Administrator: Amanda Shaffer
937-492-9136 ext. 100 or ashaffer@sidneyfirst.com

Church Treasurer: Diana Schutte
937-492-9136 ext. 115 or treasurer@sidneyfirst.com

Facility and Scheduling: Jill Burden
937-492-9136 ext. 105 or jpurden@sidneyfirst.com

Media Director: Pam Masson
pmasson@sidneyfirst.com

Mission Coordinator: Diana Schutte
937-603-4027 or dianajschutte1r@gmail.com

Stewardship/Giving Records: Melissa Bowers
937-492-9136 ext. 135 or mbowers@sidneyfirst.com

Assistant Organist: Nikki liames
937-726-6222 or nfahrero3@yahoo.com

Assistant Organist and Men’s Choir: Rev. Jane Madden
937-658-2059 or jmadden@sidneyfirst.com
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Why do | feel spiritually
empty even though |
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stay busy?
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Sidney First Methodist Church

230 East Poplar Street, Sidney, Ohio 45365 w (937) 492-9136
www.sidneyfirst.com * www.facebook.com/Sidney1st

August 30, 2026, 9 a.m.

Welcome
Please sign the pew pad then pass it down your row and back.

Prelude

“Praise Ye the Lord”
arr. Kimball, Cari Beth Noah

*“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
No.3v. 1,4

*“Awake, O Sleeper”
No.390v. 1,5

Children’s Moment

Children up through 5th grade may go to Level 5 for
Sunday School. You may reunite with your children on Level 5
following the service. Children are always welcome to stay in
the sanctuary

“Just as | Am, Without One Plea”
No. 509 v. 1, 2

We invite you to come forward and talk
with a prayer partner or pray at the kneeling rail.

Prayer of Joys and Concerns
The Lord’s Prayer No. 700

*Please stand in body or spirit

Offering

“Worthy”
arr. Furtick, Cari Beth Noah, Morgyn & Isaiah Plelman
*Doxology No. 682

Special Music

“Holy Jesus”
arr. King, Cari Beth Noah, Morgyn & Isaiah Pleiman

Living Word
Haggai 1:1-15 p 714
The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God!

Message
You Asked For It: Why Do | Feel Spiritually

Empty Even Though | Stay Busy?
Marc Burdiss

**Have Thine Own Way, Lord”
No. 343 v. 1,3

Benediction

Postlude

“Trumpet Dance”
arr. Harris, Cari Beth Noah

If you’re a guest with us today, please visit the Welcome Center
after the service to connect with us.
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Worship Director and Organist: Cari Beth Noah

937-538-6757 or cnoah@sidneyfirst.com RELAX
Support Ministry Make yourself at home. Grab a cookie and coffee.
Prayer Chain: Church Office and praynow@sidneyfirst.com
LISTEN TO MUSIC
Choir Director: Frank Fahrer L o .
937-726-6857 or fifmusic@hotmail.com We will sing some songs. Feel free to participate as much or as little as
ou want.
Office Administrator: Amanda Shaffer y
937-492-9136 ext. 100 or ashaffer@sidneyfirst.com HEAR THE MESSAGE
Church Treasurer: Diana Schutte The pastor will pray, read from the Bible, then help us see how the

937-603-4027 or treasurer@sidneyfirst.com message applies to our lives.

Facility and Scheduling: Jill Burden
Y & PASS THE BASKET

937-492-9136 or jburden@sidneyfirst.com

During a song, we will invite people to give an offering. Feel free to participate in a way
you feel comfortable. We have several options for giving, please check the back of the
announcements for more information.

Media Director: Pam Masson
pmasson@sidneyfirst.com

Mission Coordinator: Diana Schutte

937-603-4027 or dianajschutte1r@gmail.com RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION
Stewardship/Giving Records: Melissa Bowers The first Sunday of every month we.serve communion and everyone is
937-492-9136 ext. 135 or mbowers@sidneyfirst.com welcome to come forward and receive.
Assistant Organist: Nikki liames EAE GOT KIDS?
937-726-6222 or nfahrero3@yahoo.com b

We provide fun, age appropriate settings for your children in Kidz First.
Children are ALWAYS welcome to stay in the sanctuary—but we’re
pretty confident your kid would prefer our rooms designed for their
specific age in Kidz First.

Assistant Organist and Men’s Choir: Rev. Jane Madden =]
937-658-2059 or jmadden@sidneyfirst.com wsinoviirstcom




Sidney First Methodist Church

230 East Poplar Street, Sidney, Ohio 45365 it 937-492-9136
www.sidneyfirst.com ¥ www.facebook.com/Sidney1st

August 30, 2026, 11 a.m.

Welcome

However you feel most comfortable, you are invited to worship freely
today. Whether you choose to sit quietly, stand in reverence, lift your
hands, or move with joy, know that your expression of worship is
welcome here. Let this be a space where you can respond to God in a
way that is genuine and meaningful to you.

“Firm Foundation (He Won’t)”
“This | Believe”

“Way Maker”

Offering will be taken at this time.

As we sing Jesus Loves Me, children up through 5th grade
are invited to Level 5 for Sunday School. You may reunite
with your children on Level 5 following the service.
Children are always welcome to stay in the sanctuary

Prayer Song

“Come As You Are”

We invite you to come forward and talk
with a prayer partner or pray at the kneeling rail.

Living Word
Haggai 1:1-15p. 714

Message
You Asked For It: Why Do | Feel Spiritually

Empty Even Though | Stay Busy?
Marc Burdiss

“Made For More”

Sending Out

If you're a guest with us today, please visit the
Welcome Center after the service to connect with us.

NOTES:
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Preschool & 4 years
old -3rd Grade
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WAVERIDERS

4th & 5th Grades
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CROSSFIRE

6th—12th Grades

Discipleship Corner: Year of Community

August Theme: Speaking Life

Theme Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 5:11

“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.”

Our words have power. We can use them to tear people down or to build them up. As followers
of Jesus, we are called to be people whose words reflect Christ’s grace, truth, and love.

Week 5: Lord, Use My Words to Bring Life

Scripture: Colossians 4:6 “Let your conversation be always full of grace...”

Discipleship Focus: Discipleship changes the way we talk. Our words become an opportunity
to point people toward Jesus. We may never know how God will use one simple word of
kindness, encouragement, forgiveness, or hope.

Practice of the Week: Begin each morning with this simple prayer: “Lord, use my words
today to bring life.” Then be intentional. Look for someone who needs hope. Speak blessings
over your family. Encourage a coworker. Thank someone who often goes unnoticed. Apologize
when you need to. Tell someone you love them. And when the opportunity comes, don’t be
afraid to tell someone what Jesus means to you.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, take our words and use them for Your purposes. May our conversations
bring hope instead of discouragement, grace instead of judgment, truth instead of confusion,
and love instead of division. Let our words point people toward You. Make us disciples whose
lives and whose words help others grow closer to Christ. Amen.

Kidz Sunday Activities—Preschool & 4 years old through 5t Grades
T 9a.m. Jr. Church...Kidz are dismissed from service to learn about Jesus’ love and the
Bible. They may be picked up on Level 5.

11 a.m. Traditional Sunday School...With a twist, Kidz learn about Jesus and the Bible
through lessons and activities.

iy
T Children’s Packets...Kidz attending the 9 or 11 a.m. service in the Sanctuary may ask a
T

member of the Hospitality Team for a Children’s Packet.
Nursery...Staffed by experienced caregivers and located on Level 3.
(Your child is welcome there at anytime before or during the service. Infant to four years.)

Kidz Wednesday Activities—Preschool & 4 years old through 5t Grades
Dinner is served at 6 p.m. each Wednesday—Resumes September 9th
T Cool Kidz—6:30 to 8 p.m. (Level 5) (Pre-school to 31 grade)
T Waveriders—6:30 to 8 p.m. (Level 5) (4 and 5t grades)
For questions about Kidz activities, call Abby Wagner at 937-492-0812.
www.facebook.com/kidzfirstsidney

Crossfire Youth Activities—6™ through 12" Grades
Dinner is served at 6 p.m. each Wednesday
Crossfire—Wednesday, 6:30 to 8 p.m. (Level 2) 6% through 12t grades)

For questions about Youth activities, call Isaiah Pleiman at 937-710-3861.

3 WAYS TO GIVE

-

IN PERSON ONLINE

TITHING ENVELOPE

In Person. Place your gift in the offering plate during worship.
Online. You can give a one-time gift or set up a recurring payment.

www.facebook.com/sidneyfirstyouth
D Text. On your mobile, text any dollar amount to 937-500-5531.

TEXT

SIDNEY FIRST.COM TEXT YOUR AMOUNT TO
CLICK ON GIVING

937-500-5531

August 30, 2026

Sidney First Methodist Church

Our Biblical Vision: Inspiring people to
learn, live, and love like Jesus.

NEXT WEEK’S SERVICE
Panel Format: Answering Many of the Remaining Questions

WELCOME! Whether this is your first time or you've been our guest for a while, we hope you feel at home here. We'd
love to meet you—please stop by one of the Welcome Desks in either the narthex or the Gathering place after the service.
There, you can learn more about our church, ask any questions, and connect with our team. Plus—we have a Winans gift card
for you! We're so grateful you're here today, and we look forward to getting to know you!

UPCOMING

Sunday: 10:15 a.m.—Adult Sunday School (after 9 a.m. service)

Tuesday: 7 to 8 a.m.—Men’s Bible Study (Church Library)

Second Tuesday of each month: 9:30 a.m.—Blanche Wilhide Circle
Wednesday: 6:30 a.m.— Koininia Men’s Fellowship at the Alcove
Wednesday: 6:30 to 8 p.m.—The Garden Women's Bible Study (Level 6)
Wednesday: 6:30 to 8 p.m.—The Refinery Women’s Study (Study—Level 3)
Wednesday: 6:30 to 8 p.m.—The Foundry Men’s Bible Study (Level 6)

First Thursday of each month: 7 p.m.—Dorena Circle

Wednesday, September 2: 10a.m.—Autumn Leaves Committee meeting in the Gathering Place

SERMON SERIES: EPHESIANS: LIVING THE GOSPEL What does it really mean to live as a
follower of Jesus? Join us for an 11-week journey through Paul’s letter to the Ephesians as we discover who we are in Christ
and how that identity changes the way we live. Together, we'll explore the transforming power of grace, our calling to unity
and holiness, God'’s purpose for the church, Christ-centered relationships, and how to stand strong in spiritual battles. Ephesians
moves us from belief to behavior, identity to mission, and grace to holy living. Come discover how the gospel doesn’t just
change what we believe—it changes who we are and how we live every day.

MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEON Are you interested in becoming a member of Sidney First Methodist Church, or
would you simply like to learn more about who we are and what we believe? You're warmly invited to join us for a Membership
Luncheon on Sunday, October 11, immediately following the second worship service. This is a relaxed opportunity to meet our
pastors, ask questions, hear about the mission and ministries of Sidney First, and explore what membership means—no
obligation, just a chance to learn more. Please RSVP by calling the church office at (937) 492-9136 so we can prepare lunch
for everyone attending.

AUTUMN LEAVES LUNCHEON lts that time of year again! There will be kick off meeting for anyone who
would like to help with Autumn Leaves on Wednesday, September 2 at 10am in the gathering place. If you are helping in any
way, please plan to attend. Thank you! SAVE THE DATE: The Autumn Leaves Luncheon and The Sweet Shop return on
Tuesday, October 6! Join us as we celebrate the legacies of Jinny Shreves, Nancy Smith, and Jan Elsass. Luncheon tickets are
on sale for $12 in the church office, Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and on Friday from 9 a.m. to noon.
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ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL: THE RAPTURE—Come to the Sunday School
class in the Well Room (between services—from 10-11am) to study the supernatural happenings of the
Rapture beginning August 2, 2026 for 6 weeks, using the DVD series by Dr. David Jeremiah. The
Rapture could happen any day now! Are you prepared for the great disappearances?

GARDEN BIBLE STUDY Join us on the 6th floor on Wednesday evenings from 6:30-8:00
p.m. as we continue growing together in God’s Word! Beginning July 15, we will start exploring Book Il
of the Psalms (Psalms 42-72). All women are invited to join us for a time of study, discussion,
encouragement, and spiritual growth. There is no cost to participate—just bring your Bible (we are
happy to provide one if needed). Whether you are new to Bible study or have been studying Scripture
for years, you are warmly welcome. For more information, please see Amanda Shaffer.

DOG TRAINING Paws for Jesus, a Sidney First Ministry, will once again serve the
community by providing Basic Dog Obedience Training. Chose from the following start dates: Thursday,
September 10 or October 15 from 7 to 8 p.m. in the Tabernacle (Level 2). Hurry and sign up; these
classes fill up fast! The class runs for five weeks. Cost is $30 for the entire five weeks. If interested,
please call Bonnie Deck at 937-726-6862 or Frank Fahrer at 937-492-7592. Pre-registration is
required.

CONMMUNITY OUTREACH IDEAS WANTED Do you have an idea for how
Sidney First can better serve our community? We'd love to hear it! Whether it's a new ministry
opportunity, a community partnership, or a way to show Christ's love in practical ways, your ideas
matter. Please share your suggestions with Jill Burden or contact the church office. Together, let's
continue being the hands and feet of Jesus in our community!

GET THE CHURCH DIRECTORY ON YOUR PHONE

Step 1: Download the App; Open the app (Apple: App Store) (Android: Play Store) on your phone,
Search for Instant Church Directory; Tap Get or Install to download.

Step 2: Set Up Your Account; Once downloaded, open the app; Enter your email address when
prompted; Check your email inbox for a verification code; Return to the app and enter that code. Step
3: Start Using It; Once you're logged in, you'll have access to: pictures, addresses, phone numbers,
and emails of those who have participated.

JOIN THE APPLE DUMPLING GANG saturday, October 3 at 9 a.m. in
Fellowship Hall. Join the fun and fellowship while you help make our Famous Apple Dumplings. Lunch
provided. Many hands will make our work lighter.

IT°S APPLE DUMPLING ORDERING TIME Place your orders during the
month of September. Stop by the table in the Narthex or Gathering Place between Sunday services or
stop by the church office, Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Dumplings are $12 for a pan
of four or $3 for just one. When you come to pick up your dumplings on Sunday, October 1, 12:15 to
3 p.m., we'll have a drive through pick up line set up for you in the parking lot behind the church (across
from the library). You won’t need to leave your car. Remember to bring your receipt. If you have any
questions, please contact the church office at 937-492-9136.

- " WATERCOLOR CLASS Wantto paint this beautiful elephant at sunset in watercolor?

g Don't worry if you are not an artist, you will be provided all the materials needed including a hand
drawn picture on watercolor paper so you can skip the sketching and jump straight to the fun part. This
class will take place Tuesday, September 8 from 6-8pm, and the cost is $20. Class size IS limited, so
please call or text Joan Novotny at 567-356-6821 to reserve your seat!

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given by in loving memory of Dr. H. Eugene
& Helen Crimm from their family in memory of their wedding anniversary.

ALTAR FLOWERS Would you like to provide the altar flowers for a Sunday worship
service? Flowers may be given to the glory of God in honor or memory of a loved one, or to
celebrate a birthday, anniversary, graduation, or other special milestone. If you would like to
reserve an available Sunday or learn more about sponsoring altar flowers, please contact the
church office. We'd be happy to help you choose an open date!

REFINERY WOMENS BIBLE STUDY Join us Wednesdays from 6:30-8:00 PM
in The Study (Level 3). Beginning July 29, we'll begin 1 Corinthians, Paul’s practical letter on ﬁ
following Christ in a challenging world. Each week we read one chapter, discuss it, and apply it to e

THE

our lives while staying aligned with the men’s study in The Foundry; giving families the opportunity REFINERY
to talk about God’s Word at home, not just chores, bills, and busy schedules. No book needed. A
Bring your Bible, or we'll provide one. Come grow with us!

FOUNDRY BIBLE STUDY The Foundry Study of First Corinthians begins July 29:

Join us Wednesdays from 6:30-8:00 PM in The Foundry Room (6th Floor) as we begin First

Corinthians. Reading and discussing one chapter each week, we'll discover how Paul's practical - |
letter equips Christians to stand firm, pursue holiness, and follow Christ faithfully in a culture that

often pulls us in the opposite direction. No book is required. Bring your Bible, or we'll provide one. FOUNDRY

at Sidney First
FORGING MEN OF VALOR

All men are welcome. For more information contact Logan Holland at 816-244-5475 or Brian
Wagner at 937-726-3178.

SMALL DEVOTIONAL GROUP Steve Whittenberger would like to invite all who
are interested in going over the readings from the Everyday Gospel devotional book to join him on
Sunday mornings. No need to sign up, just show up at 7:15a.m. in the Gathering Place!

FEED THE NEED This month, we're helping Alpha Center Food Bank with their needs
which are: non-perishable items including canned meat, soups, canned fruits and vegetables,
pasta and sauce, peanut butter, cereal and macaroni and cheese. Please place your items in the
mini grocery carts located in the Gathering Place (Level 4) or the Narthex at the back of the
Sanctuary. Your thoughtfulness is a gift someone in need will treasure!

COME HUNGRY AND SUPPORT OUR YOUTH! Join us on Sunday,

September 13 for a delicious fundraiser served between services AND after second service.
Enjoy great food, spend time with friends and family, and help support upcoming youth ministry
events and activities. Whether you're grabbing a quick bite or staying for a full breakfast, every

plate helps make a difference. Bring your appetite, bring a friend, and help us invest in the next
generation!

BE ON THE LOOKOUT!!!! HARVEST OF HOPE—FALL
FESTIVAL & MINISTRY FAIR Family fun, faith, fellowship & a chance to find
your place! Join us for Harvest of Hope, a FREE fall festival for our church and community! Enjoy
food, games, activities, music, prayer, and plenty of fall fun while discovering the many ministries of
Sidney First. Come see how you can connect, grow, serve, and belong—there's a place for
everyone at Sidney First! Stay tuned for more details!
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