
Those who served today included: 
 

Liturgist: Cherie Soliday  
 

Today in the Nursery: Krista Guisinger & Karen Gates 

Next Week in the Nursery: Katrina Bowers & Elizabeth Saunders 
 

Ushers: Greg Bowers, Ryan Hall, Dennis Grandey, Don Lauth 
 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Lead Pastor: Rev. Lee Carlson 
937-492-9136 ext. 101 or lcarlson@sidneyfirst.com 

 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Eileen Hix 
937-492-9136 ext. 111 or ehix@sidneyfirst.com 

 

Pastor of Congregational Care: Don Freisthler 
937-492-9136 or dfreisthler@sidneyfirst.com 

 

Children Ministry and Nursery Director: Abby Wagner 

937-492-0812 or awagner@sidneyfirst.com 
 

Youth Ministry Director: Isaiah Pleiman 
937-710-3861 or ipleiman@sidneyfirst.com 

 

Worship Ministry Director and Organist: Cari Beth Noah 
937-538-6757 or cnoah@sidneyfirst.com 

 

Support Ministry 
 

Prayer Chain: Church Office and praynow@sidneyfirst.com 
 

Choir Director: Frank Fahrer 
937-726-6857 or fjfmusic@hotmail.com 

 

Office Administrator: Amanda Shaffer 
937-492-9136 ext. 100 or ashaffer@sidneyfirst.com 

 

Church Treasurer: Diana Schutte 
937-492-9136 ext. 115 or treasurer@sidneyfirst.com 

 

Facility and Scheduling: Jill Burden 
937-492-9136 ext. 105 or jburden@sidneyfirst.com 

 

Media Director: Pam Masson 
pmasson@sidneyfirst.com 

 

Mission Coordinator: Diana Schutte 
937-603-4027 or dianajschutte1@gmail.com 

 

Stewardship/Giving Records: Melissa Bowers 
937-492-9136 ext. 135 or mbowers@sidneyfirst.com 

 

Assistant Organist: Nikki Iiames 
937-726-6222 or nfahrer03@yahoo.com 

 

Assistant Organist and Men’s Choir: Rev. Jane Madden 
937-658-2059 or jmadden@sidneyfirst.com 



Sidney First Methodist Church 
230 East Poplar Street, Sidney, Ohio 45365  (937) 492-9136 

www.sidneyfirst.com  www.facebook.com/Sidney1st 
 

June 7, 2026, 9 a.m. 
 

Welcome 
Please sign the pew pad then pass it down your row and back. 

 

Recognition of Retirement 
Lisa Whittenberger 

 

Prelude 
“Arioso” 

arr. Bach, Cari Beth Noah 
 

*“Lord, You Give The Great Commission” 
No. 463 v. 1, 2 

 

*“Give of Your Best to the Master” 
No. 605 v. 1, 2 

 

As we sing Jesus Loves Me, children through 5th grade are invited 
to proceed to Level 5 for Sunday School. On their way forward, 

children will be picking up food items from the ends of the pews and 
bringing them to the front as an offering for our community outreach 
ministry. You may reunite with your children on Level 5 following the 

service. Children are always welcome to remain in the sanctuary. 
 

“Happy the Home When God is There” 
No. 466 vs. 1,4 

 

We invite you to come forward and talk 
with a prayer partner or pray at the kneeling rail. 

 

Prayer of Joys and Concerns 
The Lord’s Prayer No. 700 

 

*Please stand in body or spirit 

Offering 
“I Surrender All” 

arr. Van Deventer, Don Freisthler  

* Doxology No. 682 
 

Living Word 
Luke 10:30-37 p. 794 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

Message 
Called: To Generosity 

Rev. Eileen Hix 
 

Communion 
Communion is open to all who wish to be in a relationship 

with God through Jesus Christ. The elements will be served 

in the pew. Please wait until all have been served so that we 

may commune together. Please ask an usher if you prefer 

gluten-free communion. You may dispose of the cups as 

you leave the Sanctuary. 

Special Music 
“Behold the Lamb” 
arr. Getty, Don Freisthler 

 

*“When Peace Like a River” 
No 344 vs. 1 & 2 

 

Benediction 
 

Postlude 
“An Irish Blessing” 

arr. Glyncannon, Cari Beth Noah 
 

If you’re a guest with us today, please visit the 
Welcome Center after the service to connect with us. 



Those who served today include: 
3 

Today in the Nursery: Rose Schutte, Elizabeth Saunders 
Next Week in the Nursery: Alexis King & Linda Wallace 

 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Lead Pastor: Rev. Lee Carlson 
937-492-9136 ext. 101 or lcarlson@sidneyfirst.com 

 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Eileen Hix 
937-492-9136 ext. 111 or ehix@sidneyfirst.com 

 

Pastor of Congregational Care: Don Freisthler 
937-492-9136 or dfreisthler@sidneyfirst.com 

 

Children and Nursery Director: Abby Wagner 

937-492-0812 or awagner@sidneyfirst.com 
 

Youth Director: Isaiah Pleiman 
937-710-3861 or ipleiman@sidneyfirst.com 

 

Worship Director and Organist: Cari Beth Noah 
937-538-6757 or cnoah@sidneyfirst.com 

 

Support Ministry 
 

Prayer Chain: Church Office and praynow@sidneyfirst.com 
 

Choir Director: Frank Fahrer 
937-726-6857 or fjfmusic@hotmail.com 

 

Office Administrator: Amanda Shaffer 
937-492-9136 ext. 100 or ashaffer@sidneyfirst.com 

 

Church Treasurer: Diana Schutte 
937--603-4027 or treasurer@sidneyfirst.com 

 

Facility and Scheduling: Jill Burden 
937-492-9136 or jburden@sidneyfirst.com 

 

Media Director: Pam Masson 
pmasson@sidneyfirst.com 

 

Mission Coordinator: Diana Schutte 
937-603-4027 or dianajschutte1@gmail.com 

 

Stewardship/Giving Records: Melissa Bowers 
937-492-9136 ext. 135 or mbowers@sidneyfirst.com 

 

Assistant Organist: Nikki Iiames 
937-726-6222 or nfahrer03@yahoo.com 

 

Assistant Organist and Men’s Choir: Rev. Jane Madden 
937-658-2059 or jmadden@sidneyfirst.com 

RELAX 
Make yourself at home. Grab a cookie and coffee.  
 

LISTEN TO MUSIC 
We will sing some songs. Feel free to participate as much or as little as 
you want. 
 

HEAR THE MESSAGE 
The pastor will pray, read from the Bible, then help us see how the 
message applies to our lives. 
 

PASS THE BASKET 
During a song, we will invite people to give an offering. Feel free to participate in a 
way you feel comfortable. We have several options for giving, please check the back 
of the announcements for more information. 
 

RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION 
The first Sunday of every month we serve communion and everyone is 
welcome to come forward and receive. 
 

GOT KIDS? 
We provide fun, age appropriate settings for your children in Kidz First. 
Children are ALWAYS welcome to stay in the sanctuary—but we’re 
pretty confident your kid would prefer our rooms designed for their 
specific age in Kidz First. 



Sidney First Methodist Church 
230 East Poplar Street, Sidney, Ohio 45365  937-492-9136 

www.sidneyfirst.com  www.facebook.com/Sidney1st 

 

June 7, 2026, 11 a.m. 
 

Welcome 
However you feel most comfortable, you are invited to worship freely 
today. Whether you choose to sit quietly, stand in reverence, lift your 

hands, or move with joy, know that your expression of worship is 
welcome here. Let this be a space where you can respond to God in a 

way that is genuine and meaningful to you.  

 

Recognition of Retirement 
Lisa Whittenberger 

 

“I Thank God” 
 

“Goodness of God” 
 

“How Great Is Our God” 
 

Offering will be taken at this time. 
 

As we sing Jesus Loves Me, children through 5th grade are 
invited to proceed to Level 5 for Sunday School. On their way 
forward, children will be picking up food items from the ends of 
the pews and bringing them to the front as an offering for our 

community outreach ministry. You may reunite with your children 
on Level 5 following the service. Children are always welcome to 

remain in the sanctuary. 
 

Prayer Song 
 

“Bless God” 

 
We invite you to come forward and talk 

with a prayer partner or pray at the kneeling rail. 
 

NOTES:          

          

          

          

           

          

        

        

        

 

Living Word 
Luke 10:30-37 p.794 

 

Message 
Called: To Generosity 

Rev. Eileen Hix 
 

Communion 
Communion is open to all who wish to be in a relationship 

with God through Jesus Christ. The elements will be served 
by intinction. Receive a piece of the bread and dip it in the 

cup. The station closest to the piano is gluten-free.  

 

“King Of Kings” 
“Come Behold the Wondrous 

Mystery” 
 

Sending Out 



 

 

 

 

 Discipleship Corner: Year of Community 
June Theme: Growing Together 
“Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. And let us 
not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, 
especially now that the day of his return is drawing near.” Hebrews 10:24-25 
Week 1: Growing Together Through Prayer 
Scripture: James 5:16 “Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you 
may be healed. The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces 
wonderful results.” 
Discipleship Focus: Prayer was never meant to be a solo activity. Throughout Scripture, 
God's people prayed with and for one another. When we pray together, we share burdens, 
celebrate joys, and strengthen our faith. 
Practice of the Week: Pray with someone. It could be a family member, friend, neighbor, 
coworker, or fellow church member. Keep it simple, ask how you can pray, and then pray right 
then and there. 
Prayer: Lord, teach us to carry one another's burdens through prayer. Give us courage to pray 
with others and faith to trust that You are at work among us. Amen. 
 

Kidz Sunday Activities—Preschool & 4 years old through 5th Grades 
 9 a.m. Jr. Church...Kidz are dismissed from service to learn about Jesus’ love and the 

Bible. They may be picked up on Level 5. 

 11 a.m. Traditional Sunday School...With a twist, Kidz learn about Jesus and the Bible 

through lessons and activities. 

 Children’s Packets...Kidz attending the 9 or 11 a.m. service in the Sanctuary may ask a 

member of the Hospitality Team for a Children’s Packet.  

 Nursery...Staffed by experienced caregivers and located on Level 3.  

(Your child is welcome there at anytime before or during the service. Infant to four years.) 
 

Kidz Wednesday Activities—Preschool & 4 years old through 5th Grades 
Dinner is served at 6 p.m. each Wednesday—Resumes September 2nd 

 Cool Kidz—6:30 to 8 p.m. (Level 5) (Pre-school to 3rd grade) 

 Waveriders—6:30 to 8 p.m. (Level 5) (4th and 5th grades) 

Be sure to check out VBS and Camp Union for summer activities! 
For questions about Kidz activities, call Abby Wagner at 937-492-0812.  
www.facebook.com/kidzfirstsidney 
 

Crossfire Youth Activities—6
th

 through 12
th

 Grades 
Dinner is served at 6 p.m. each Wednesday—Resumes August 19th 

 Crossfire—Wednesday, 6:30 to 8 p.m. (Level 2) 6th through 12th grades) 

  Saturday, June 20—Slip-N-Slide Day @ Bernards Pond, 11am-3pm 

Be sure to check online for the summer schedule! www.sidneyfirst.com/crossfire 
For questions about Youth activities, call Isaiah Pleiman at 937-710-3861. 

In Person. Place your gift in the offering plate during worship. 
Online. You can give a one-time gift or set up a recurring payment. 
Text. On your mobile, text any dollar amount to 937-500-5531. 

Preschool & 4 years 
old –3rd Grade 

4th & 5th Grades 

6th—12th Grades 

 

 

 

 

June 7, 2026 

 

Our Biblical Mission: Inspiring people to  

learn, live, and love like Jesus. 

NEXT WEEK’S SERVICE 
Pastor Lee Carlson: Called: To Make Disciples 

UPCOMING 

 Sunday: 10:15 a.m.—Adult Sunday School (after 9 a.m. service) 

 Tuesday: 7 to 8 a.m.—Men’s Bible Study (Church Library) 

 Second Tuesday of each month: 9:30 a.m.—Blanche Wilhide Circle  

 Wednesday: 6:30 a.m.— Koininia Men’s Fellowship at the Alcove 

 Wednesday: 6:30 to 8 p.m.—The Garden Women’s Bible Study (Level 6) 

 Wednesday: 6:30 to 8 p.m.—The Refinery Women’s Study (Study—Level 3) 

 Wednesday: 6:30 to 8 p.m.—The Foundry Men’s Bible Study (Level 6) 

 First Thursday of each month: 7 p.m.—Dorena Circle 

 Saturday, June 13: 9:30-11 a.m.—Daring Women of the Bible (Study—Level 3) 
 

WELCOME!  Whether this is your first time or you’ve been visiting for a while, we hope you feel at home here. 
We’d love to meet you—please stop by one of the Welcome Desks in either the narthex or the Gathering place after 
the service. There, you can learn more about our church, ask any questions, and connect with our team. Plus—we 
have a Winans gift card for you! We’re so grateful you’re here today, and we look forward to getting to know you! 
 

SAVE THE DATE On Sunday, June 14, there will be a Time Capsule dedication in between services. We 
will be placing the time capsule back behind the cornerstone, weather permitting. Afterwards, we will celebrate with 
cupcakes in the gathering place. Please plan to attend. 
 

CALLING ALL BAKERS! We are in need of cupcakes to help celebrate the time capsule on Sunday, 
June 14. If you would like to provide 1-2 dozen, please let Pastor Eileen know, or call the office at 937-492-9136. 
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! On Sunday, June 14, we need volunteers to help decorate for VBS!! 
Decorating will start after 1st service, and continue after  second. Lunch will be provided to all who help! Please see 
Abby Wagner if you have any questions! 
 

SERMON SERIES: “CALLED” The sermon series Called explores the divine invitation God places on 
every believer’s life through service, generosity, and discipleship. In Called To Serve 1 Samuel 17:13, 17–37), we see 
David answering the call with humility and courage, faithfully serving even before stepping onto the battlefield. In 
Called To Generosity (Luke 10:30–37), the parable of the Good Samaritan reminds us that being called by God 
means showing compassion and extending love beyond comfort and boundaries. Finally, in Called To Make Disciples 
(Matthew 28:16–20), Jesus commissions His followers to go into all the world, sharing the gospel and leading others 
into a relationship with Him. Together, these messages reveal that God’s call is not passive but active—calling us to 
live with purpose, serve faithfully, love generously, and impact others for Christ. 
 

GRADUATION SUNDAY We want to honor our high school and college graduates on Sunday, June 14 
at both worship services. If you are a 2026 high school or college graduate, please contact the church office no later 
than Wednesday, June 10. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! We would like to thank Lisa Whittenberger for her years of service here at the 
church, and wish her the best of luck in her retirement!! Join us on Sunday, June 7, as we celebrate Lisa! 



 

 

 

 

 

GARDEN BIBLE STUDY Join us on the 6th floor on Wednesday evenings from 6:30-8pm 
as we continue to dive into the first book of Psalms (1-41) and grow deeper in God’s Word together. 
There is no cost, just bring your Bible (we’re happy to provide one if you need it!). All ladies are warmly 
invited to come, connect, and be encouraged. Questions? See Amanda Shaffer. 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is coming June 15-19, 2026, from 9 am to 12:15pm. 
Registration is now open—you can do so by scanning the QR code! Want to volunteer or provide 
supplies for the week? Please see Abby Wagner or reach out to her at awagner@sidneyfirst.com!! 
Thank you for your support!! 
 

PRAY FOR VBS Please join us as we pray for our church this week. God, let our church be a 
great influence in our community through our VBS. We want your perfect love to be at the foundation of 
our city, and we pray that we spread your love. Let our doors be open and our hearts be welcoming to 

all kids and their families. Let your goodness shine through us. Amen.  
 

SATURDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY—12 DARING WOMEN OF 
THE BIBLE Join us as we explore the lives of bold and faithful women in Scripture! This 12-week 
study begins Saturday, May 16, from 9:30-11am. Books are $15. You can sign up by calling or 

stopping by the office. Come be encouraged, challenged, and inspired in God’s Word! 
 

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITY Jerry Husemann will be offering a 12-week Bible 
study titled “The Promise of Heaven” by Dr. David Jeremiah. This study will begin Thursday, May 28, 
and continue until August 13 from 6 to 7:30 pm. Please call or stop in the office to sign up. Books are 
$12 and can be picked up in the church office.  
 

LIFT IT UP MUSIC MINISTRY Mark your calendars for Saturday, August 15 at 7pm 
for this year’s Lift it Up concert featuring Disciple and the Band Jaren. This is a FREE concert held at 
Sidney High School. If you have any questions, you can see Angie Mentges for more information or 
scan the QR code to the left. 
 

THE WALK TO EMMAUS is a wonderful experience of Christian growth and renewal. It’s 
an opportunity to meet with Jesus as you take a three-day inspirational journey with other believers. 
The Walk can result in a grace-filled life; lived and shared with others. If interested in learning more 
about Emmaus, please contact Rev. Eileen Hix at 937-492-9136. The Women’s Walk is finishing up 
today, please remain in prayer for our team members, Trena Hershberger, Victoria Bemus, Kate 
Burden, Kelly Swarts, Pastor Eileen Hix, and Pastor Jane Madden, and pilgrim Molly Heath.   
 

CHRYSALIS WEEKEND OPPORTUNITY Do you know a young adult who could 
benefit from a life-changing encounter with Christ? Chrysalis is a three-day spiritual renewal experience 
designed for young people ages 15–24. Through worship, fellowship, small groups, and inspiring 
messages, participants are encouraged to deepen their faith and grow in their relationship with Jesus. 
Upcoming Weekends: Boys: June 26–28, Girls: July 24–26 @ Greene Street United Methodist 
Church in Piqua, OH. You can help make this ministry possible by sponsoring a "Butterfly" (participant) 
or by inviting a young adult in your life to attend. Give someone the opportunity for a unique and 
powerful encounter with Christ! For more information or to register, visit: 
www.westohiochrysalis.com/register. 
 

MIRACLE OFFERING 2026 There is still time to donate to the Annual Conference 
Miracle Offering. This offering will benefit the congregations in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
with clean water, transportation, education and so much more! Make your checks out to SFMC, with 
“Miracle Offering” on the subject line, or scan the QR code. Thank you for being the hands and feet of 
Jesus! 

 

 

 

 

 THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR today are given by Dennis & Barri Grandey in 
honor of their granddaughter, Jillian Parsley, who recently graduated from Ball State University.  
 

THANK YOU to the Sidney First Family for visiting me and praying for me after I fell in my 
garage on May 6. I appreciate you so much.—Sarah Eichenauer 
 

REFINERY WOMENS BIBLE STUDY Join us every Wednesday from 6-8:30 
pm in the study (Level 3). This group is currently studying the book of Nehemiah—a story of 
rebuilding, perseverance, and faith in action. Each week, we’ll read one chapter together, discuss 
it, and apply it—staying aligned with the same Scripture the men are studying in the Foundry. This 
creates a shared rhythm of being in the Word across home and church, while growing alongside 
one another. No book required, just bring your Bible. Need one? We’ll provide it. Join us at any 
time. 
 

FOUNDRY BIBLE STUDY The Foundry is continuing their walk through the book of 
Nehemiah—a real story of leadership under pressure: facing opposition, solving problems, and 
getting people moving in the same direction. If you're interested in courage, leadership, and faith 
that shows up in real life, join us. No book required. Just bring your Bible. Need a Bible? One will 
be provided. 
 

SMALL DEVOTIONAL GROUP Steve Whittenberger would like to invite all who 
are interested in going over the readings from the Everyday Gospel devotional book to join him on 
Sunday mornings. No need to sign up, just show up at 7:15a.m. in the Gathering Place! 
 

MOBILIZE: A DAY OF DISCIPLESHIP AT SIDNEY FIRST Please 
join us Sunday, June 28 for a day focused on disciple-making with Jon Wiest of Mobilize the 
Church. Jon will be preaching during both Sunday services. Immediately following the second 
service, we will gather in the Fellowship Hall for a shared meal, followed by a 4-hour discipleship 
training. This training is designed to help you take your next step in living out your faith—
specifically, how to intentionally invest in the people already in your life: family, coworkers, and 
neighbors. Lunch will be provided, and SOAP journals will be available to support continued growth 
after the event. This is a free event open to adults and youth (6th grade and up). For an accurate 
lunch count, please RSVP through the church office.  
 

NEW HIRES We are pleased to announce that Kate Burden and Elizabeth Saunders have 

been hired as our new part-time custodians. Please join us in congratulating them and welcoming 

them to our church staff. We are grateful for their willingness to serve and look forward to all they 

will bring to our church family! 
 

SUMMER OF SINGING AND MUSIC!! This summer, while our choir takes a 

break, we still want to be blessed by the beautiful voices and music from our talented congregation 

at the 9 am Traditional Worship Service. If you love to sing or play an instrument, please contact 

Cari Beth Noah at 937‑538‑6757. 
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